
 

September 23, 2020 

Dear Parents, 

       This week, our class has been learning about Apples during our Journal Writing and Read Aloud 

stories.  This has been in preparation for our special “Virtual Apple Orchard Field Trip” and Apple 

presentation that our class will be having on Wednesday from 9:15-10:00am with Kenna Anderson from 

the DuPage Farm Bureau.  I am looking forward to this fun learning activity with our class, and I am 

hoping it is an enjoyable new surprise for all of the students in our class.  I will send more information out 

to you on Monday about the activity, and I will send any special links we may need for the lesson on 

Wednesday. 

         In Language Arts this week, the students who are a part of Circle Time completed the second book 

of letter sounds (c/k, e, h, r, m, d) from the Jolly Phonics program.  To help with reviewing the Jolly 

Phonics sounds each night, I am sending sets of Jolly Phonics sound cards to be printed next week.  I am 

hoping to have them for you soon!   I am so very proud of all of the students who have met with me during 

Guided Reading time the last two weeks!   I have seen progress in the areas of sight word recognition, 

fluency, identification of main idea and characters, reading comprehension, and even some increases in 

reading levels since the first week of school!   Your children are working so very hard each and every day, 

and I am thrilled to see their excitement about reading each day!   

 In Math this week, the students in Group 1 have demonstrated new skills such as recognizing zero 

as a number, and using cubes and shapes to show number partners for groups of objects.  The students 

in Group 2 have demonstrated the skills of using number bonds and picture drawings to write math 

equations.  The students in Group 3 have demonstrated the skills of using quick tens and ones to show 

place value, and using place value charts to solve addition equations with re-grouping.  It is exciting to see 

your students using their problem solving abilities in group each day, and their progress in being able to 

show their work using the strategies they are learning in small group time.  Thank you for posting your 

child’s completed exit ticket on Seesaw so I can see his/her thinking and problem solving at the end of 

each lesson.    

 I will be arranging a material pick up for all students next week at Emerson School (119 S. 

Woodlawn, Wheaton, IL  60187).  This pick up will include materials such as the next Zearn journal, sight 

word or Jolly Phonics sound cards, paper packets for class activities, and math manipulative kits that I 

have created for your child.  Once I have the materials from the printer, I will send an email with a pick up 

date.  I will have a blue bin outside the front door of the school for contact free pick up, and your child’s 

materials will be in the bin in a bag labeled with his/her name.  If you are not able to make it for pick up on 

that date, you can email me and I will make other arrangements.   

Thank you for viewing my Curriculum Night presentation, submitting your questions, and for 

attending my Question and Answer session on Tuesday night.  I know some parents were not able to 

make it on Tuesday night, so I am sending a copy of questions and answers in an email today.  If you 

have any additional questions, or individual questions that relate specifically to your child, please feel free 

to email me any time.  I believe strongly in open communication, and my goal is to support you and your 

child in his/her learning this school year.  

Thank you for your continued support! 

Have a great weekend! 

Miss Jen Hottendorf 

 


